The GPC WORLD AGM took place in the Kilmurry Hotel, Limerick on 17/11/11

Present:  Board Members – President, Peter Tregloan,  Technical Officer Lee Marshall, Vice President Ian Morris, Treasurer Frank McGivney, Asst Technical officer, Ger McNamara, European Vice President, Jan Matej,  Secretary. Anita Mahony, Also present were: Legal Advisor Louis Dunne, Record Keeper Julia Kosturova. 

Countries represented were:  Canada, France, Great Britain, Argentina, Finland, Czech Republic, Ireland, South Africa, Slovakia.

There were no apologies for absence

The President Mr. Tregloan opened the meeting by thanking the Irish for the splendid venue for the World Championships and the hard work put in by the organizers Shane Brodie & Amanda Bedford and the committee. He also thanked the Board for their hard work during the year, picking up the pieces after a poorly organized world championships in 2010 in Prague, trying new things and working on the Constitution & company status.
He welcomed the new countries to the GPC.

The Treasurer Frank McGivney gave his report. 21 countries joined the GPC in 2012. He changed the structures of the GPC to incorporate it into the Companies Act, developed a constitution and is in the process of opening a new GPC bank account in Ireland. All three will meet Company Law in Ireland and Europe. The Euro has been implemented as the currency of the GPC. Going forward a set of accounts will be published every year as per company law. The company name will be Global Powerlifting Committee Ltd trading as GPC. This must be indicated on the federation’s letterhead along with the names of the Directors. 
The Vice President Ian Morris introduced Louis Dunne, a practicing attorney in South Africa who has volunteered his services to the GPC as Legal Officer. He also thanked the Secretary for all her hard work since she was appointed to the Board.
The Vice President Jan Matej has prepared a report with lots of statistical information including reports on the three championships in 2010 – World Championships in Prague (350 competitors), European Championships in Limerick – (120 competitors) & World Youth Cup in Giraltovce (88 competitors).  Although 20 countries registered with the GPC, five did not send lifters to any event. At the  World championships in Prague – the raw division was introduced for the first time. 
Based on Reshel points the best lifters in 2010 were: 

Best Powerlifting Equipped – Open - Chris Janek (USA), Masters – Gerry McNamara (Ireland),Best Junior (Ben Loughrey, (Ireland), Best Teen – Dominik Kacala (Slovakia). 

Best Powerlifting Equipped Women – Jnr & Open - Julia Kosturova, Master – Sabine Guillaume (France), Teen – Violeta Varga, Hungary.

Best Benchpress- Open Jani Murtomakie (finland), Masters Laszlo Kubcsik (Hungary), Junior – Anton Begalko (Ukraine), Teen – Gabor Katona (Hungary). 
Best Benchpress female – Open Dagmar Liptakova (Slovakia), Masters – Svetlana Sinacheva (Russia), Teen – Dominika Hojsikova (Slovakia)

In 2010, 235 records were set, 147 European & 88 World records.

Mr. Matej reported that the championships in Prague were not well prepared – the warm up area was not closed, only one suitable bench, no certified scales, loaders were not trained, monolifts did not have safety belts, time schedule was not respected amongst other things. Therefore after these championships, the Board set out required criteria contained in the GPC Sanction Request form which each organizer must sign stating that they fulfil the required criteria. The World Championships in 2012 in Hungary were excellent and the European Championships in Limerick & the Youth Cup in Giraltovce met all established criteria.

Motions:
1.  Finland proposed that the rule about bench shirts be changed from double ply to multi ply. 
The discussion which followed indicted there are already so many multi-ply shirts on the market with layers laminated together & its difficult to monitor the ply lifters are wearing without checking each shirt out individually. Also multi-ply can be used in squat suits & deadlift suits. Also it was feared that lifters would move to other federations if we don’t introduce this. Argentina objected because they chose to go with the GPC because it was double ply not multi ply and they find it very difficult to source equipment. This was passed 11 to 3
2  Finland proposes the GPC allow the use of the strong (35mm) squat bars. 
This was passed unanimously with the amendment that it be required for World & Continental championships on the platform for safety reasons and to stop bars bending on the pins thus making them difficult to remove.

3.  Finland proposes that World & European Championships be held in Big Cities

After much discussion this was not passed as it was felt that where the promoter was better in a position to host a championships was more appropriate than having to move it to a big city where they might not have access to the same team, equipment, sponsorship, local cooperation & would be more expensive to host etc.
4.  That World & Continental Records may only be broken at International Events sanctioned by the GPC Board.
There was a lot of discussion on this topic which had been passed at the European Meeting but without consultation with countries outside of Europe. While the reasons behind its proposal were accepted (to ensure standards are maintained and all records are carried out in the presence of active GPC referees). Canada objected because  their country is so big and the USA did not have an affiliate with which to have continental championships with and South America is so far away. Thus the only way they could set records would be to travel to World Championships once per year.  The motion was then put forward that if a nation has two active international referees & are prepared to pay the expenses of a Category 1 referee from the Board to travel to the national events in that country, that records will stand providing the visiting Category 1 referee is satisfied that everything meets the necessary requirements. This was passed unanimously.
From Jan Matej, European Vice President

5. That flights of Bench be increased to a maximum of 20 lifters
This was passed 14-2 but was only for Bench only competitions. 

From Anita Mahony, Secretary

6.  That knee high socks be compulsory for the deadlift.
This motion was defeated 10-7 so knee high socks will not be required.

From Lee Lee Marshall

7. Proposal that lifters are no longer allowed to walk back  in the monolift with the squat bar at the start of the squat. 
This was passed 14-2

Bids for Future Events

2014 – World Championships – Argentina. - FEPOA Argentina proposes hosting the 2014 World Championships at the Iguazu Falls, Misiones, Argentina. 
This bid was accepted unanimously on condition that Argentina supply further information & can satisfy the board that they can fulfill the necessary conditions for hosting an international event. 
There were no bids for other events. Bids are still required for 2013 & 2014 European Championships.

AOB

1. It was proposed that wristwraps be allowed for raw deadlifts.  It was defeated 8 to 5. 

2. Louis Dunne stated that the rulebook states that the AGM should take place the night before the championships commenced. The board felt that it was more appropriate to have it during the championships for maximum attendance, and agreed to amend the rulebook to specify this.

3. The fact that the Benchpress rule states that the bar may not touch further than the sternum will need to be adapted to cater for multi-ply shirts.

4. Canada enquired whether each nation should use the same scoring programme, or possibly develop their own. Anita Mahony said that the one she is using at these Championships is the most user-friendly one she has used despite some glitches with it due to using different versions of Excel. 

5. Canada just wanted it recorded that they were very happy with the organization of the World Championships, the professionalism of the team and the equipment. 

6. Ger McNamara informed the nations that the GPC Secretary, Anita Mahony, had received a very insulting letter in the post and if it is ever discovered who wrote that letter, that he would recommend they be banned from the GPC.

That concluded that matters of the meeting. 

Anita Mahony, GPC Secretary

