GPC European AGM

23/05/13  - Knjazevac, Serbia

Present: Board Members:  Lee Marshall - President, Ian Morris – Vice President, Jan Matej – European Vice President, Anita Mahony – Secretary
Apologies: Ger McNamara  & Frank McGivney, both on medical grounds

Peter Tregloan – personal reasons.

Nations represented:  Czech Republic, Finland, France, GB, Ireland, Israel, Montenegro, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia.

Apologies: Russia 

The President, Lee Marshall, welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the Serbian hosts for a very fine championships.

The European Vice President, Jan Matej, gave his statistical report from the 2012 European Championships which had taken place in Bled, Slovenia. He stated there had been 151 raw athletes and 84 equipped lifters at that championships, the organisation of which met the basic criteria  and he thanked the organisers – Gregor Jankovic & Tina Gacnik from Slovenia. Mr. Matej stated that organisers of any type of competition will admit that it is a lot of work so he appreciates all championships hosts. On the other hand the organiser of every event  should ensure the championships meet the basic criteria, so lifters are satisfied with the organisation and competition. Therefore he would like to ask organisers to pay attention to how competitions are run as this helps attract new members. He stated that his main aim as VP is that championships should not just meet basic criteria but but to improve standards of competition. In his opinion this has been the case with this European championships and he thanked the Serbian organisers for a great job. He concluded by wishing everyone good health and good performance in all competitions later in the year.

Treasurer’s report – Frank McGivney had provided the list of all the nations who had registered to date this year (24 to date).

The Secretary Anita Mahony went through the changes within the registered nations, and the developments that are happening around the world.  South Africa, USA, Ukraine and Latvia all have new federations affiliated to the GPC this year while Kazakhstan & Poland are new affiliated nations. Within South America, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uraguay are all in dicussions about joining before the 2014 World championships in Argentina.  

As no items had been submitted for the Agenda, the floor was open to matters under Any Other Business.

· Montenegro – Milos Cecanovic felt that the situation within the current Montenegrin affiliate was not good. Currently Sasa Rakocevic has the licence for Montenegro and has not ran any championships or tried to develop the GPC there this year. Milos is interested in having the GPC licence and developing the GPC from next year. He is very active and travels all around the Baltics supporting their competitions. In fact this week his wife gave birth to their first child and he was at the championships. Gregor Jankovic and the other Balkan representatives spoke also in support of Milos. There was then a vote as to who should be granted the GPC licence for 2014.  The result of this vote was:

Milos Cecanovic – 10 votes,  Sasa Rakocevic – 0 votes, Abstain – 2 votes.

Therefore Milos will be granted the Montenegro affiliate in 2014.

· Ariela Amitay stated that Israel are interested in hosting a world championship and are willing to do so at short notice if required.  As this was a European meeting, this bid could not be vote on.  Israel are not interested in putting a bid forward for 2015 European Championships as they hoped to run a bigger event and combine it with Cultural Tours. They now have all the equipment required to host international events. In 2014 they want to host a GPC Israel Open championships open to every country and would like to the nations help in distributing the information on the championships to their members.

· Ariela Amitay asked about a Seminar for referees.   Anita suggested that a Referees workshop could be held at each International championships & Lee Marshall said it could be considered. He also stated that we need more International referees from each country so countries should nominate national referees for the international exam whom they feel are ready to progress to international status.

· Jan Matej requested that any country wishing to put in a bid for a European or World Championships should submit a written bid to the Secretary prior to the European/World AGM to include details about the venue, accommodation, travel etc. 

· Tina Gacnik proposed the creation of the position of Balkan Regional Representative and nominated Gregor Jankovic for the position as he started promoting the GPC in the Balkan countries three years ago and they already have representation in Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia, Montenegro & Serbia and this year’s & last year’s European Championships were in the Balkan countries. This position would give Gregor more responsibility to support these countries and to develop into other Balkan countries such as Bulgaria and Greece. It is not a Board position. A vote was taken, the result of which was Yes 11, No 2.  Therefore Gregor has become the Regional Representative for the Balkans.  Anita suggested that regional representatives may also be needed in due course for Australasia, South America, Africa etc.  Dalibor Ilijic from Serbia stated that the energy  focused & experience gained on the last two European championships should be used to create a new annual event in the Balkan territory – the Balkan Championships. 

That concluded the matters of the meeting.

