GPC WORLD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2012

The 2012 GPC World AGM was held in Bardejov, Slovakia on 20-09-12.
Apologies: Peter Tregloan &  Ian Morris who were both unable to travel due to health problems.

 The Presidents of Canada & Ukraine also sent their apologies.

Present:  Board Members:  Lee Marshall, Jan Matej, Frank McGivney, Ger McNamara, Anita Mahony

The following countries were in attendance and had a vote:

Germany, Australia, Israel, Slovakia, Slovenia, Serbia, France, Ireland, GB, Czech Republic, South Africa, Finland, 
In the absence of the President, Peter Tregloan, the Secretary Anita Mahony chaired the meeting.

Technical Officer’s Report 

Lee Marshall outlined the countries he had visited for events during the past year.  Ireland, Australia, Slovakia x 2, Canada, Finland, Slovenia,  Also which countries were new to GPC and the strides which new countries such as Australia were making to promote the GPC.
Treasurers’s Report 

 Frank McGivney gave the Treasurer’s report stating that 24 nations had joined the GPC this year. That the GPC were in the process of applying for Revenue Authority  tax exemptions. As it was only the first year that the GPC was established as a company, only interim accounts were required this year.  Strong financial controls are also being established including a tendering process for any purchases.  All fees to be paid to the GPC by the organising committee of the 2012 European & 2011 World championships have been paid to the GPC.

Jan Matej, the European Vice President and Anita Mahony, the Secretary, didn’t make reports.
Item 1: - Proposed by Gregor Jankovic & Tina Gacnik, GPC Slovenia
To establish a Balkan region GPC chapter – including countries Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia & Herzegovina, all brought to GPC by Gregor Jankovic in 2011 & 2012 

As nobody from Slovenia or the Balkan countries were present  at the meeting when this item was introduced,  it was not clear what the position entailed or the purpose of it. Jan Matej felt that Gregor Jankovic was only interested in making money from the GPC not promoting it. Jan Matej helped Gregor Jankovic but they ended up in dispute with each other. Also Jan Matej felt that the European championships were not well organised.  Lee Marshall disagreed and said the championships were good. Jan Matej said that the lifters would not agree with Lee Marshall, that they had not been satisfied with it.  Lee Marshall stated that Gregor Jankovic had brought in lots of new countries to the GPC in the last couple of years and we could lose the foothold we now have there.  Lee Marshall asked Jan Matej how much money this worlds championships would make. 
Jan Matej stated that he would not know until after the championships but that the event had cost €35,000 to host and he would show the accounts after.  Anita Mahony said that that would not be necessary as the organiser just had to pay the required fees to the GPC & had invested a lot of money into the event. Jan Matej asked Lee if he didn’t think that the event was to a high standard,  Lee Marshall said it was. Libor Hurdalek from Czech said that if we have a Balkan president,  next we will have one from Australia, South America, Eastern Europe etc. Anita Mahony felt this actually may be a good idea, to have several such positions.  Libor Hurdalek stated we already have a European and World Vice President. Frank McGivney felt it was unfair that we were discussing this and contemplating voting on it when none of the Balkan countries were present and we could not get their opinion on it and might be establishing something which they were not interested in. It was decided to vote on whether we should vote on this motion, and it was decided 9/5 to vote on it, The motion was then defeated 2/12. 
However Tina Gacnik, the Slovenian rep arrived into the meeting along with the Serbian representatives at 9pm. They stated that they were late because the meeting had been scheduled for 9pm on the Slovakian website.  Anita Mahony stated that she had indicated an 8pm start on all the documentation she had circulated to the nations and she had not been aware that a 9pm time had been on the website.  In view of this, the motion was opened again. Tina Gacnik stated that Gregor Jankovic wanted to be the representative in the Balkan region, ensure that all the GPC rules were followed and to hold Balkan championships, also to try to solve disputes in Balkan countries with more than one federation trying to be the GPC affiliate. As only Slovenia and Serbia from the Balkan area were present, a vote was taken on whether to discuss and vote on this item without an input from the nations which it affected the most.

Yes:  5 / no: 12 / abstain: 0.

This item is to be carried over to the 2013 European AGM in Serbia. 
Item 2 – Proposed by Anita Mahony, GPC Secretary 
That nations must have completed registration with the GPC prior to visa application letters being issued to their lifters by the host of international events.
This motion was passed:   Yes:  15/  No: 0  / Abstain:  0

Item 3: - Proposed by Ian Morris, GPC Vice President
Correctly & legally worded signs in a number of languages must be placed in prominent positions outside all entrances to main halls & warm up areas throughout the venues resolving the GPC of all liability not only to lifters  & officials but to the general public. 
Libor Hurdalek asked how many languages these were required in and suggested four. French, German, English and Russian. Anita Mahony also added the language of the home nation. This motion was amended specifying the languages the documents would be required in – French, German, Russian, English and the language of the host nation. Scott Wasson from Australia asked if these were really necessary when the venue has insurance. Frank McGivney  stated that there was also an insurance motion on the agenda and these two issues were connected. He also stated that having security on the door of the lifting hall like at these championships ensured that only lifters and their coaches and officials had access to the warm up area and platform.
This motion was passed    Yes:  13/ No: 2/ Abstain: 0

Item  4:
 Proposed by Ian Morris, GPC Vice President 
That the GPC Constitution should be read by all nations & amended to cover all aspects & eventualities relevant to the GPC. 
Frank McGivney stated that it was in the interest of every nation to have some input into the  constitution. He had made some changes  to the original constitution  in relation to tax exemptions which Ian Morris had circulated originally.

This motion was passed   Yes:  15/ No:  0/ Abstain: 0

Item  5:    Proposed by Markos Markopoulos & Scott Wasson, GPC Australia
That the ruling regarding the use of wrist wraps in the raw squat be clarified

Scott Wasson asked that a vote be taken on this as well.  Lee Marshall read from the rule book that knee wraps were permitted in the squat and wrist wraps in the benchpress.  There was no mention of wrist wraps in the squat so Scott Wasson asked did this mean they were allowed and Lee Marshall said no. Ger McNamara asked Scott Wasson if Australia would really have cancelled their national championships had they not been allowed to wear wrist wraps. Scott Wasson said that certainly a number of lifters would have withdrawn, that they were trying to attract lifters from other federations who were used to wearing wrist wraps. Ger McNamara asked Scott Wasson why they had not read the rulebook so they would know they were not allowed but Anita Mahony stated that the rulebook had not been updated since 2008 and that one did not contain the raw rules. Lee Marshall stated that he had updated the rulebook and it would be distributed once the changes to the rules made at this AGM were included in it. Lee Marshall didn’t think that there was any purpose of wrist wraps in the raw squat and that raw meant raw. Jan Matej stated that he didn’t approve of them either, just as he didn’t approve of knee wraps for the raw squat. Lee Marshall stated that knee wraps were for safety while Scott Wasson argued that the use of knee wraps adds kilos to the squat while wrist wraps didn’t and were more a comfort thing. He stated that they were allowed in the IPF.  
This motion was passed   Yes:  15/ No: 2 /Abstain: 0

Item 7:  Proposed by Ian Morris, GPC Vice President
If in order to host the international championships, the organiser needs to borrow equipment from another nation, that a written agreement is drawn up between the lending & borrowing nations prior to the bid for the championships being made This agreement should include transport arrangements and the cost of hiring the equipment for the championships.

That when a nation needs to borrow equipment from another nation for an international event, that an agreement is drawn up prior to the bid being accepted. There was an issue with the Europeans when Jan Matej organised equipment for Gregor Jankovic from Slovakia and Hungary and there was a dispute about the cost of this so in order to prevent this in the future, an agreement should be drawn up.  Ger McNamara said that this should be an arrangement between the countries and should not involve the GPC as a whole. Also he questioned why nations would bid for events if they did not have the necessary equipment.
This motion was defeated:  Yes: 2 / No: 13 / Abstain: 0
Item  7:   Proposed by Anita Mahony, GPC Secretary
That the role of Communications Officer for the development of the GPC website & social media opportunities be established on the same basis as that of the Record keeper.

Anita Mahony stated that we need a dynamic GPC website to attract new members /member countries.  Applications to be taken by the Board and those applying indicate how much they would charge for the service and how they propose to develop this site/role. Scott Wasson from Australia stated it was difficult to navigate through the current GPC site and that the facebook group has proved useful in contacting GPC reps and getting to know lifters before coming to these championships.  Ger McNamara stated that all national websites would have to be linked to the new website.

  This motion was passed:  Yes: 17 / No: 0/ Abstain: 0
Item 8:  Proposed by Frank McGivney, GPC Treasurer
That at least 6 weeks before all international championships, the person or organisation that has been sanctioned to run the event will present to the Board a copy of comprehensive insurance for the championships which not only will cover the lifters but also has to provide third party cover for all spectators and any other individuals or property outside of the lifting platform but associated with the competition. Also that the sanction form include a section that makes the person running the championships, fully responsible for providing insurance and they will accept all financial risks.
Libor Hurdalek said that the cost of insurance was prohibitive and would mean and that this cost would have to be borne by the lifter, possibly making them pay triple the current entry fee. Ger McNamara said that you could not keep increasing the entry fee for lifter, they already incur a lot of expense with travel to and accommodation at events. Frank McGivney said that last year, he got insurance though a British broker for €800 for the whole  World championships. Tina Gacnik stated that they had got insurance for the European Championships and it cost €500. She stated also it is possible for lifters to get individual insurance for 10 days for €10 to cover our sport. Ger McNamara mentioned a case where a Finnish lifter was injured in a world championships in Prague and there had been no insurance and the lifters did not sign waivers. The organiser refused to cover even her medical costs and Lee Marshall actually ran a fundraising event for her in the UK. 
This motion was passed:   Yes: 14 / No:  2/ Abstain: 1
Item 9:  - Proposed by Lee Marshall, GPC Technical Officer 
That the rule book should be updated with the ruling that the use of a safety bench is compulsory at international championships. 
This motion was passed:  Yes:  17 /No: 0 / Abstain 0

Bids for future World Championships.  – No bids were made.

·  European Championships 2013 - Serbia have changed the location of the European Championships for 2013 to Knjazevec 
It is 200km from Sofia, 300km from Belgrade & 60km Nis airport.
· World Championships in Hungary 2013

The proposed dates for the 2014 Worlds in Hungary are now 16-22nd September 2013
Election of Officers

Election for President
Lee Marshall:  11 Votes   Ian Morris;  6 Votes;    Peter Tregloan:  0
Lee Marshall was elected as President. 

Lee Marshal then withdrew his name from the election for the Technical officer and the only other candidate Peter Tregloan was elected Technical officer.

The two Technical officers now are Ger McNamara and Peter Tregloan. Lee Marshall stated that he would be willing to act as Technical officer if neither of the two Technical officers were present at any time during major championships.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
1. Jani Ihalainen from Finland proposed that lifters select their safety strap height in the squat as well as their rack height as raw lifters squat deeper and have hit the straps on several occasions during this world championships.
This was amended to the safety straps be extended to a set height for equipped lifters and a lower set height for raw 
This motion was passed:  Yes:  17  No: 0 
2. Iris Shekhter from Israel proposed that lifters write their names on their arms or on a paper attached to their chest, in order to ensure the wrong lifters don’t go to the bar.
This motion was defeated:  Yes:  0  No: 17

3.
 Frank McGivney stated that lifters/coaches, although allowed to ask a referee why a lift was failed, should not be allowed to approach harass them afterwards. That if a lifter had a problem that his team manager approach one of the technical officers to discuss it. Ger McNamara stated that he would have no problem taking a referee off the platform if there were problems with him/her
4.
 Lee Marshall has updated the rulebook and once the new rules introduced at this agm are added it will be distributed by email. 

5. 
Discussions took place at these World Championships between Board members & delegates from the USA who are interested in starting up a GPC affiliate in the USA – GPC America.  The Board will cooperate with these delegates to support this venture.

That concluded the matters of the meeting. 

